
London Voices: Vocal Performers, Practices,
and Histories, 1820–1840
The period from 1820 to 1840 witnessed a significant transformation in the
world of vocal performance in London. A new generation of singers
emerged, trained in the latest vocal techniques and eager to showcase
their talents on the concert stage. At the same time, a growing number of
choral societies were founded, providing opportunities for amateur singers
to participate in large-scale musical performances. These developments
were accompanied by a burgeoning interest in the history of vocal music,
as scholars and collectors sought to document the achievements of past
singers and composers.

In this article, we will explore the vocal performers, practices, and histories
that shaped the London vocal scene during this period. We will begin by
examining the training methods and techniques employed by singers,
before moving on to consider the different types of vocal ensembles that
were popular at the time. We will also discuss the role of music critics and
historians in shaping the reception of vocal performances. Finally, we will
provide a brief overview of some of the most significant vocal performers of
the period.
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Training Methods and Techniques

The vocal training methods employed by singers in London during the
1820s and 1830s were heavily influenced by the Italian bel canto tradition.
Bel canto, which literally means "beautiful singing," emphasized the
production of a smooth, legato tone with a wide vocal range. Singers were
taught to use their diaphragms to support their voices and to avoid forcing
or straining their vocal cords.

One of the most influential vocal teachers of the period was Manuel Garcia.
A Spanish tenor and composer, Garcia settled in London in 1824 and
quickly established himself as one of the leading vocal pedagogues in the
city. Garcia's method emphasized the importance of proper breathing and
vocal placement, and he was known for his ability to develop the voices of
his students to their full potential.

Another important figure in the London vocal scene was the Italian soprano
Giuditta Pasta. Pasta was one of the most celebrated singers of her
generation, and her performances were renowned for their beauty of tone
and dramatic intensity. Pasta's vocal technique was based on the bel canto
tradition, and she was known for her ability to sing with great agility and
flexibility.

Vocal Ensembles

FREE

https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImFCT0pvZHFVQWFnbEo5TUtCVFNqRzlLQW0zR2Nmdk5hNXpRa1FKYVhZYzRHMFRIZktVYlFmWmVxUTBaXC9WaEJVZUlRNmZ1VVkyUTNyVVRpV1F0RStpdGZRZVZ0SUhoV1hVOXhldXlhZWtQZlhnOW9MRTd2eXVYdjNrR1wvSlVNNU9Jd2hveDZEbWxIV3FnVld3SXo3WlkyeXdCbldpXC8rV3hvZEhsbnN3RUpcL2NUbjF5RDNPOVwvK2JYcEQ1MkNFcVRxaWdyQjZtc0xlQlJWa0R6UUdsUFNYUT09IiwiaXYiOiJkODczZWNhNGJlOGM5NWVlYzU3ZTU0MDY3MzViMjdkNSIsInMiOiJhOWUxMjkxMmY2YWEwMmZhIn0%3D


In addition to solo singers, the London vocal scene of the 1820s and 1830s
was also home to a number of choral societies. These societies provided
opportunities for amateur singers to participate in large-scale musical
performances, and they played an important role in the development of
choral singing in England.

One of the most significant choral societies of the period was the
Philharmonic Society, which was founded in 1813. The Philharmonic
Society was dedicated to the performance of classical music, and its
concerts featured some of the leading singers and instrumentalists of the
day. Another important choral society was the Sacred Harmonic Society,
which was founded in 1832. The Sacred Harmonic Society focused on the
performance of sacred music, and its concerts were known for their large-
scale choral works.

Music Critics and Historians

The vocal performances of the 1820s and 1830s were closely scrutinized
by music critics and historians. These critics and historians played an
important role in shaping the reception of vocal performances, and their
writings provide valuable insights into the vocal scene of the period.

One of the most influential music critics of the period was Henry Chorley.
Chorley was a writer for the Athenaeum, and his reviews were known for
their incisive wit and critical acumen. Chorley was a strong advocate for the
bel canto tradition, and he was particularly impressed by the singing of
Giuditta Pasta.

Another important music critic of the period was George Hogarth. Hogarth
was a writer for the Edinburgh Review, and his reviews were known for



their erudition and their focus on the historical context of vocal
performances. Hogarth was a strong advocate for the performance of early
music, and he was particularly interested in the music of the Renaissance
and Baroque periods.

Significant Vocal Performers

The London vocal scene of the 1820s and 1830s was home to a number of
significant vocal performers, including:

Giuditta Pasta (1797-1865): Pasta was one of the most celebrated
singers of her generation, and her performances were renowned for
their beauty of tone and dramatic intensity. Pasta was a master of the
bel canto tradition, and she was known for her ability to sing with great
agility and flexibility.

Maria Malibran (1808-1836): Malibran was a Spanish mezzo-soprano
who was known for her powerful voice and her dramatic stage
presence. Malibran was a versatile singer who was equally at home in
opera, concert, and oratorio. She was also a gifted composer, and her
songs were popular throughout Europe.

Henriette Sontag (1806-1854): Sontag was a German soprano who
was known for her beautiful voice and her charming stage presence.
Sontag was a master of the bel canto tradition, and she was known for
her ability to sing with great agility and flexibility. She was also a gifted
actress, and her performances were known for their dramatic intensity.

John Braham (1774-1856): Braham was an English tenor who was
known for his powerful voice and his charismatic stage presence.
Braham was a versatile singer who was equally at home in opera,



concert, and oratorio. He was also a gifted composer, and his songs
were popular throughout England.

Thomas Haigh (1799-1866): Haigh was an English bass who was
known for his powerful voice and his dramatic stage presence. Haigh
was a versatile singer who was equally at home in opera, concert, and
oratorio. He was also a gifted actor, and his performances were known
for their dramatic intensity.

The period from 1820 to 1840 witnessed a significant transformation in the
world of vocal performance in London. A new generation of singers
emerged, trained in the latest vocal techniques and eager to showcase
their talents on the concert stage. At the same time, a growing number of
choral societies were founded, providing opportunities for amateur singers
to participate in large-scale musical performances. These developments
were accompanied by a burgeoning interest in the history of vocal music,
as scholars and collectors sought to document the achievements of past
singers and composers.

The vocal performers, practices, and histories of the 1820s and 1830s laid
the foundation for the development of vocal performance in London in the
years that followed. The singers of this period were pioneers in the field of
vocal music, and their achievements continue to inspire and inform singers
today.
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