
Love As Love Death As Death: A Journey into
the Heart-Rending Poetry of Laura Riding
Jackson
In the haunting and enigmatic realm of modernist poetry, Laura Riding
Jackson stands as a towering figure, her words echoing with the profound
anguish and ethereal beauty of love, loss, and mortality. Her masterpiece,
"Love As Love Death As Death," is a testament to her groundbreaking spirit
and unwavering commitment to exploring the complexities of the human
experience.

Riding Jackson's poetry is characterized by its stark imagery, evocative
language, and unconventional structure. She deftly weaves together
themes of love, loss, and mortality, creating a tapestry of emotions that
resonated deeply with readers of her time and continue to captivate
audiences today.
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Imagery and Symbolism: A Vivid Tapestry of Emotion

One of the defining features of Riding Jackson's poetry is her masterful use
of imagery and symbolism. In "Love As Love Death As Death," she paints
vivid pictures that evoke a range of sensations and emotions.

In the poem's opening lines, Riding Jackson depicts love as a "bright shell"
that is both alluring and fragile. This image captures the intoxicating power
of love but also its vulnerability to the passage of time and the inevitable
arrival of death:
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“Love is a bright shell

A tide-abandoned shell

Love is a bright shell

Cracked in the sun”

Throughout the poem, Riding Jackson employs recurring symbols such as
birds, flowers, and trees to represent the cyclical nature of life and the
interconnectedness of all living things. She portrays birds as symbols of
freedom and hope, yet their ability to fly away also evokes a sense of loss
and separation.



Flowers, too, carry complex meanings in Riding Jackson's poetry. They
symbolize beauty, fragility, and the inevitability of death. In the line "Flowers
are lovely: death of May," she captures the ephemeral nature of beauty,
reminding us that even the most vibrant moments are destined to fade.

Unconventional Structure: Breaking the Boundaries of Form
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Riding Jackson's poetry is not only notable for its evocative imagery but
also for its unconventional structure. She experiments with form, breaking
away from traditional rhyme schemes and meter to create a rhythm that
mirrors the ebb and flow of human emotion.

In "Love As Love Death As Death," Riding Jackson employs a series of
short, fragmented lines that create a sense of immediacy and urgency. The
poem is devoid of punctuation, allowing the reader to navigate its emotional
landscape without the constraints of conventional syntax.

This unconventional approach reflects Riding Jackson's rejection of
societal norms and her determination to forge her own path. It also
enhances the poem's emotional impact, evoking a sense of raw and
unfiltered feeling.

Themes of Love, Loss, and Mortality: Unveiling the Human Condition

At the heart of "Love As Love Death As Death" lies a profound exploration
of the human condition. Riding Jackson delves into the complexities of
love, loss, and mortality, examining their universal and deeply personal
impact.

Love: A Passionate and Tormented Embrace

Love is a central theme in Riding Jackson's poetry, and in "Love As Love
Death As Death," she captures its intoxicating power and all-consuming
nature. She portrays love as a force that can both uplift and destroy, a
source of both immense joy and profound pain.

In the poem, Riding Jackson describes love as "a fire" that can both "warm"
and "burn." She depicts the lovers as "strangers" who are drawn together



by a powerful and inexplicable force, yet destined to be separated by the
inevitable passage of time and death.

Loss: The Unbearable Weight of Absence

Loss is another dominant theme in Riding Jackson's poetry. In "Love As
Love Death As Death," she explores the devastating impact of loss,
whether it be the loss of a loved one, a dream, or a cherished belief.
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Riding Jackson portrays grief as a "wound" that never fully heals, a
constant reminder of the void left behind by what has been taken away.
She writes:

“Loss is a wound

A wound that never heals

A wound that festers

And bleeds forever”

Her words convey the raw anguish and despair that accompany loss,
capturing the desolate emptiness that lingers long after the loved one is
gone.

Mortality: Facing the Inevitable with Courage

Mortality is an inescapable aspect of the human condition, and Riding
Jackson confronts it head-on in her poetry. In "Love As Love Death As
Death," she explores the fear, uncertainty, and acceptance that accompany
the realization of our own mortality.

Riding Jackson portrays death as a "stranger" who comes to claim us all,
regardless of our hopes and dreams. She writes:

“Death is a stranger



Who comes to us all

He comes without warning

And takes us away”

However, Riding Jackson also suggests that death can be a source of
liberation. She depicts the soul as a bird that is set free from its earthly
body at the moment of death, soaring into a realm of boundless possibility.

: A Legacy of Profound Emotion and Poetic Innovation
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Laura Riding Jackson's "Love As Love Death As Death" is a testament to
her extraordinary talent and unwavering commitment to exploring the
complexities of the human experience. Through its vivid imagery,
unconventional structure, and profound themes of love, loss, and mortality,
the poem resonates with readers on a visceral and emotional level.

Riding Jackson's work has had a lasting impact on the literary landscape,
inspiring countless poets and writers to push the boundaries of form and
expression. Her poetry continues to be celebrated for its raw emotion,
intellectual rigor, and timeless relevance, earning her a place among the
most influential figures in modernist literature.

As we delve into the depths of "Love As Love Death As Death," we are
invited to confront our own emotions, embrace the inevitable, and find
solace in the beauty of human experience. Riding Jackson's words linger in
our hearts and minds long after we have finished reading them, reminding
us of the fragility of life and the enduring power of love.
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How to Think Well and Enjoy Life
Thinking well is a skill that can be learned and practiced. By following
these tips, you can learn to think more clearly, make better...

A Comprehensive Journey Through Economic
Thought: A Brief History
Economics, the study of how societies allocate scarce resources, has a
rich and fascinating history. Economic thought has evolved over
centuries, shaped by...

FREE

https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/book/How%20to%20Think%20Well%20and%20Enjoy%20Life.pdf
https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/book/How%20to%20Think%20Well%20and%20Enjoy%20Life.pdf
https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/book/A%20Comprehensive%20Journey%20Through%20Economic%20Thought%20A%20Brief%20History.pdf
https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/book/A%20Comprehensive%20Journey%20Through%20Economic%20Thought%20A%20Brief%20History.pdf
https://bestseller.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InpcL2QxKzlFZkJQTG12MVNRVWlORFoyY3FXTkRqNjFuczEzc094eFFCdGtUZGZUMTlZQmtZb3ExUUdxenZFRWlxNVlRaFUrVWhiNVp4QUtLSVE0ZFdJUVYweHVoMnRVanRaSTJxN1RiXC9VeWNsd1FNRDlMcUw1WHZwZTB5TEVPMzJ3UjlTcDNxM1lkU2VzT2Y3cmhDNkNjY21LcFoyWXlCaFY0QTEzXC85Qm5SRWwzTEJWa3h2R29WWW82SGZSY1Y0RSIsIml2IjoiOGZkZTRhNDg2NzA4ZWFiNDYyZDE5NTJmYjZlMDliZDMiLCJzIjoiNTgxNzVlZDkzNGQxN2IzNyJ9

