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Jana Starks' memoir, Not My Son, is a powerful and moving account of the
loss of her son to suicide and the journey of grief and redemption that
followed. Starks writes with raw honesty and vulnerability about the pain of
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losing a child, the guilt and shame she felt as a mother, and the search for
meaning and healing in the aftermath of tragedy.

Not My Son is not just a story about loss, however. It is also a story of hope
and resilience. Starks' journey is one of transformation, as she learns to live
with her grief and to find joy and purpose in her life again.

Themes

Not My Son explores a number of important themes, including:

= The pain of losing a child. Starks writes with raw honesty about the
pain of losing her son. She describes the waves of grief that washed
over her, the guilt and shame she felt, and the sense of emptiness that
threatened to consume her.

= The search for meaning and healing. In the aftermath of her son's
death, Starks embarked on a search for meaning and healing. She
sought out therapy, joined a support group, and began writing about
her experiences. Through these experiences, she began to find ways
to cope with her grief and to find hope again.

=  The power of hope and resilience. Despite the pain of losing her
son, Starks never gave up hope. She found strength in her family and
friends, in her faith, and in her own determination to heal. Not My Son
is a testament to the power of hope and resilience, even in the face of
tragedy.

Characters

The main character in Not My Son is Jana Starks herself. Starks is a
complex and relatable character, and her journey is both heartbreaking and



inspiring.

Other important characters in the book include:

= Starks' son, Michael. Michael was a bright and loving young man
who struggled with mental illness. He took his own life at the age of 22.

= Starks' husband, John. John is a supportive and loving husband who
stood by Starks through her grief.

= Starks' therapist, Dr. Sarah. Dr. Sarah helped Starks to process her
grief and to find ways to cope.

= Starks' support group. Starks found solace and support in her
support group, which was made up of other parents who had lost
children to suicide.

Impact

Not My Son has had a profound impact on readers. The book has been
praised for its honesty, its compassion, and its message of hope. Many
readers have said that the book helped them to understand their own grief
and to find hope in the face of loss.

Not My Son has also been used in schools and universities to teach about

the impact of suicide and the importance of mental health awareness. The

book has been credited with helping to break down the stigma surrounding
suicide and with encouraging people to seek help if they are struggling with
mental iliness.

Not My Son is a powerful and moving memoir that explores the themes of
loss, grief, and redemption. Starks' writing is honest, compassionate, and



ultimately hopeful. Not My Son is a book that will stay with readers long
after they finish it.
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How to Think Well and Enjoy Life

Thinking well is a skill that can be learned and practiced. By following
these tips, you can learn to think more clearly, make better...

Jorge Ovando
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Economics, the study of how societies allocate scarce resources, has a
rich and fascinating history. Economic thought has evolved over
centuries, shaped by...
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