
The Greek Epic Cycle: An Ancient Tapestry of
Myth and Legend

The Greek Epic Cycle is a collection of ancient Greek epic poems that tell
the story of the Trojan War and its aftermath. These epics were once as
famous as the Iliad and Odyssey, but only fragments of them have
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survived. The Cycle was probably composed in the 7th and 6th centuries
BC, and it is thought to have been performed at festivals and other public
gatherings.
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The Epic Cycle is divided into three main parts:

* The Trojan Cycle, which tells the story of the Trojan War from the
beginning to the end. * The Theban Cycle, which tells the story of the
Oedipus myth and the fall of Thebes. * The Corinthian Cycle, which tells the
story of the Heracles myth and the founding of Corinth.

The Trojan Cycle

The Trojan Cycle is the largest and most important part of the Epic Cycle. It
consists of the following epics:
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* The Cypria, which tells the story of the events leading up to the Trojan
War, including the birth of Helen and the judgment of Paris. * The Iliad,
which tells the story of the Trojan War from the point of view of the Greeks.
* The Aethiopis, which tells the story of the Trojan War from the point of
view of the Trojans. * The Little Iliad, which tells the story of the events after
the death of Hector. * The Sack of Troy, which tells the story of the fall of
Troy. * The Nostoi, which tells the story of the return of the Greek heroes
from Troy. * The Telegony, which tells the story of the adventures of
Odysseus after his return from Troy.

The Theban Cycle

The Theban Cycle consists of the following epics:

* The Oedipodea, which tells the story of the Oedipus myth, including the
murder of Laius and the incestuous marriage of Oedipus to Jocasta. * The
Thebaid, which tells the story of the war between the seven heroes of
Thebes and the forces of the tyrant Eteocles. * The Epigoni, which tells the
story of the second war between Thebes and the forces of the Argives.

The Corinthian Cycle

The Corinthian Cycle consists of the following epics:

* The Heraclea, which tells the story of the birth and labors of Heracles. *
The Oechalia, which tells the story of Heracles' sack of the city of Oechalia.
* The Corinthiaca, which tells the story of the founding of Corinth by
Heracles.

The Reception of the Epic Cycle



The Epic Cycle was very popular in ancient Greece, and it was often
performed at festivals and other public gatherings. The epics were also
used as a source of historical information, and they were often cited by
later historians.

However, the Epic Cycle was also criticized by some ancient writers. Plato,
for example, accused the epics of being immoral and uneducational. He
also claimed that the epics were not historically accurate.

Despite these criticisms, the Epic Cycle continued to be popular in ancient
Greece until the rise of Christianity. In the 4th century AD, the emperor
Constantine I banned the performance of non-Christian religious texts,
including the Epic Cycle.

The Rediscovery of the Epic Cycle

The Epic Cycle was rediscovered in the Renaissance, and it has been
studied by scholars ever since. However, only fragments of the epics have
survived, and many of these fragments are only a few lines long.

Despite the fragmentary nature of the surviving evidence, the Epic Cycle
remains an important source of information about ancient Greek culture
and history. The epics provide a glimpse into the beliefs and values of the
ancient Greeks, and they offer a rich source of inspiration for artists and
writers.

The Greek Epic Cycle is a vast and complex body of literature that tells the
story of the Trojan War and its aftermath. The epics were once as famous
as the Iliad and Odyssey, but only fragments of them have survived.



Despite this, the Epic Cycle remains an important source of information
about ancient Greek culture and history.

Further Reading

* M.L. West, The Epic Cycle (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985). *
G.S. Kirk, The Iliad: A Commentary (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1985). * R.G. Austin, Pindar's Odes (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2007).
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