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On January 30, 1945, the MV Wilhelm Gustloff, a German passenger ship,
was sunk by a Soviet submarine in the Baltic Sea. The sinking of the
Gustloff resulted in the deaths of an estimated 9,343 people, making it the
deadliest maritime disaster in history.

The Gustloff was built in 1937 and was named after Wilhelm Gustloff, a
Nazi official who was assassinated in 1936. The ship was designed to carry
1,463 passengers and 400 crew members. However, on the night of its
sinking, the Gustloff was carrying an estimated 10,582 people, including
thousands of refugees fleeing the advancing Soviet army.

The Gustloff was torpedoed by the Soviet submarine S-13 at 9:30 PM on
January 30, 1945. The ship sank in less than an hour, and most of the
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passengers and crew members died in the freezing waters of the Baltic
Sea.

The sinking of the Gustloff was a major tragedy, and it has been the subject
of much debate and controversy over the years. Some historians have
argued that the Gustloff was a legitimate military target, while others have
condemned the sinking as a war crime.

Regardless of the debate over its status, the sinking of the Gustloff remains
one of the deadliest maritime disasters in history. The tragedy is a reminder
of the horrors of war and the importance of remembering the victims of
such events.

The Ship

The MV Wilhelm Gustloff was built in 1937 by the Blohm & Voss shipyard in
Hamburg, Germany. The ship was 208 meters (682 feet) long and 26
meters (85 feet) wide. It had a gross tonnage of 25,484 tons and a service
speed of 15 knots.

The Gustloff was designed to carry 1,463 passengers and 400 crew
members. The ship had a variety of amenities, including a swimming pool,
a cinema, and a library. It was also equipped with a hospital and an
operating room.

The Sinking

On January 30, 1945, the Gustloff was anchored in the Bay of Gdansk,
preparing to evacuate refugees from East Prussia. The ship was carrying
an estimated 10,582 people, including thousands of women and children.



At 9:30 PM, the Gustloff was torpedoed by the Soviet submarine S-13. The
torpedo struck the ship's starboard side, causing a large hole in the hull.
The Gustloff began to sink rapidly, and most of the passengers and crew
members died in the freezing waters of the Baltic Sea.

The sinking of the Gustloff was a major tragedy. Only about 900 people
survived the disaster.

The Victims

The vast majority of the victims of the Gustloff sinking were German
refugees. Many of these refugees were women and children who were
fleeing the advancing Soviet army.

Also among the victims were a number of foreign nationals, including
Poles, Ukrainians, and Latvians. These people were being evacuated from
East Prussia as part of a German government program.

The sinking of the Gustloff was a major tragedy, and it has been the subject
of much debate and controversy over the years. Some historians have
argued that the Gustloff was a legitimate military target, while others have
condemned the sinking as a war crime.

Regardless of the debate over its status, the sinking of the Gustloff remains
one of the deadliest maritime disasters in history. The tragedy is a reminder
of the horrors of war and the importance of remembering the victims of
such events.

The Legacy



The sinking of the MV Wilhelm Gustloff is a tragic reminder of the horrors of
war. The disaster claimed the lives of thousands of innocent people,
including women and children.

The sinking of the Gustloff has also been the subject of much debate and
controversy over the years. Some historians have argued that the Gustloff
was a legitimate military target, while others have condemned the sinking
as a war crime.

Regardless of the debate over its status, the sinking of the Gustloff remains
one of the deadliest maritime disasters in history. The tragedy is a reminder
of the importance of remembering the victims of war and working to prevent
such tragedies from happening again.
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