
They Took Our Village: A Harrowing Tale of
Forced Displacement and Survival
In the annals of human history, the stories of those who have been forced
from their homes by war, conflict, and persecution are often the most
heartbreaking and overlooked. They Took Our Village, a powerful and
unflinching memoir by Edna Adan Ismail, offers a gripping and deeply
personal account of one such experience, shedding light on the devastating
and enduring impact of forced displacement.

The book chronicles the life of Edna Adan Ismail, a renowned midwife,
activist, and former Foreign Minister of Somaliland. It begins in the idyllic
village of Zeila, on the coast of what was then British Somaliland. Edna's
childhood is filled with the warmth of family, the vibrant traditions of her
community, and the promise of a bright future. However, this idyllic
existence is shattered when war breaks out in 1988, plunging the region
into chaos and violence.
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As the fighting intensifies, Edna and her family are forced to flee their
village, leaving behind everything they know and love. They embark on a
perilous journey, traversing war-torn landscapes, enduring hunger, thirst,
and the constant threat of violence. Along the way, they witness firsthand
the horrors of war, the brutality inflicted on civilians, and the destruction of
their homeland.

Eventually, Edna and her family find refuge in a displacement camp in
neighboring Ethiopia. There, they face unimaginable hardships, living in
overcrowded and unsanitary conditions, struggling to access food, water,
and medical care. Yet, amidst the despair, Edna finds solace in her work as
a midwife, bringing new life into the world and providing comfort to those
who have lost everything.

Through Edna's eyes, we witness the resilience and indomitable spirit of
those who have been displaced. Despite the trauma they have endured,
they cling to their hope, their traditions, and their dreams of returning home.
Edna's own journey is a testament to the power of education, compassion,
and the unwavering belief in a better future.

They Took Our Village is not merely a memoir; it is a powerful indictment of
war and displacement, and a clarion call for compassion and understanding
towards those who have been forced from their homes. Edna Adan Ismail's
story is a haunting reminder of the fragility of peace and the devastating
consequences of conflict.

The book's narrative is both deeply personal and universally resonant. It
delves into the profound sense of loss, the trauma of displacement, and the
challenges of rebuilding a life in a new and unfamiliar place. Edna's



experiences as a refugee, a midwife, and a tireless advocate for peace
offer invaluable insights into the refugee experience, the resilience of the
human spirit, and the importance of human rights and humanitarian
assistance.

Beyond the personal narrative, They Took Our Village also serves as a
valuable historical document. It provides a firsthand account of the Somali
Civil War, shedding light on the complex political, social, and economic
factors that led to the conflict and the devastating human toll it has taken.
Edna's insights into the political dynamics of the region, the international
response to the crisis, and the ongoing challenges faced by displaced
Somalis offer a nuanced and informed perspective on one of the world's
most protracted humanitarian emergencies.

They Took Our Village is a powerful and unforgettable book that will
resonate deeply with readers from all walks of life. It is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit, a condemnation of the horrors of war, and an
urgent call for compassion and understanding towards those who have
been displaced from their homes. Edna Adan Ismail's voice is a powerful
reminder that the stories of refugees and displaced persons must be heard,
their experiences acknowledged, and their rights upheld.

In the closing pages of the book, Edna Adan Ismail writes: "I have seen the
worst that humanity can do, but I have also seen the best. I have seen
people who have lost everything, but who have not given up hope. I have
seen people who have been through unimaginable horrors, but who have
emerged with their spirits intact. I have seen the power of love,
compassion, and resilience, and I know that these forces are stronger than
any army or any government." They Took Our Village is a testament to



these indomitable forces, a celebration of the human spirit, and a call to
action for a more just and compassionate world.
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